Ms. Stronks


ELA 6/7
Owner’s Manual Project

Rough Draft Due:







Due Date: 
Goal of the project: 

1. To learn and use audience, purpose and tone to influence your writing
2. To help me learn more about you
3. To present your strengths and weaknesses as a writer 
I want to get to know all of you.  In order for me to learn more about you, I am asking you to create an Owner’s Manual for a specific product.  The product you will be “selling” in your manual is YOURSELF!  Since you are the product, only you know how, when, and why you like to be “used.” 

In this manual you will write about yourself, using the guidelines below.  You will also want to display your writings so they are aesthetically pleasing (i.e.: attractive and fun to read).  Be sure to use pictures and/or artwork that help illustrate certain things about you.  You will get your pictures back. Remember, my primary goal is to learn about you and what makes you unique.  Please do whatever you need to express your individuality. 

Sections of an Owner’s Manual:  

1. Appearance: 

· Give your product a name

· Describe the physical attributes of the product.  How can I recognize your product? How can I tell you apart from others? What is your product’s “intended use?”

2. Diagram: 
· Provide a diagram of the product performing an action

· Label your diagram

· What types of actions does the product usually perform?  You may list many actions, but you only need to diagram or demonstrate one of them.

3. Instructions: 
· Provide a detailed set of instructions on how to operate and maintain your product.  Do you require “Careful Handling” or maybe you are even “Fragile”? 
·  Use words that describe parts of your personality.  
4. Help: 
· Indicate how to fix the product when it’s not working properly (i.e. tired, cranky, confused, etc.)?  
· List the warning signs of a malfunctioning product AND the specific steps must one take to restore your product to working order.
5. Miscellaneous (every good manual needs a miscellaneous section!):
· Name some qualities or experiences that make your product unique.  
· This is the place for pictures, graphics, or artwork that didn’t fit in any other section.
*Time will be provided in class to go over directions, brainstorm ideas, and see examples of past work to get your creative juices flowing!  The gathering of pictures, artwork, etc. and putting together the manual will be done at home.  Parental/family help is definitely okay.

